Simple and reliable distal anastomosis for total aortic arch replacement.
In total aortic arch replacement, distal aortic anastomosis is often remarkably difficult because of the deep operative field. Once bleeding from the anastomotic area occurs, it is intractable not only because of technical problems but also decreased coagulability due to deep hypothermia and the fragility of the aortic wall. We describe a simple but reliable strategy for distal anastomosis, which is unique with regard to the approach to the anastomotic area and the anastomotic method.